So you are moving to the country… What can you expect?

Kandiyohi County has a diverse population.  Much of the county is agricultural, but due to our wonderful lakes region and the desire for people to live in the country, our landscape is changing.  With change comes a need for understanding.  Many new rural residents do not understand what happens in the country and many long time rural residents and farmers do not understand how new residents perceive country life.  The following are some day-to-day happenings that new rural residents can expect moving into the country.  Obviously these are a few of the common perceptions and this is meant as a tool for learning and understanding.  It is tied to no state laws or local ordinances, but is meant to give an understanding about what rural life is all about.

1) Farming makes for long hours.  The typical farm workday starts early and ends late.  Much of the work is done with large farm equipment.

2) Farm equipment can be noisy.  Farming relies on farm equipment which means peace and quiet can sometimes be disturbed, especially during planting and harvest where there is a narrow timeline where crops can be planted and harvested.  This means that sometimes equipment will be running during all hours of the day and night.

3) With large equipment comes dust and mud.  Tillage, haying, and harvesting are dusty jobs, especially during dry and windy days.  Dust associated with these practices can get into homes and vehicles.  In rainy weather, there may be mud on roads left from equipment.  Dirt roads will be muddy anyway, but if farm equipment needs to use tar roads, there may be mud chunks left behind on the road.

4) Burning of ditches, waterways, and other grassy areas is standard practice to keep areas free of weeds and promote native plant growth.  This causes smoke, which could be considered offensive.

5) Commercial fertilizers and crop protection products are used to aid growing crops.  The products sometimes come with a smell when the wind is blowing in the right direction, but are applied by state-certified, trained applicators.  

6) Livestock farms are scattered throughout Kandiyohi County.  With livestock comes smell.  Farmers try to minimize odors as much as possible, but there always will be some smell associated with the operation.  

7) Livestock manure is an important resource for farmers.  It feeds the crops that the livestock utilize, as well as food that we as humans eat.  Farmers follow best management practices when applying manure to protect water quality and limit odors, but it is impossible to eliminate all odors.  On certain days there will be smells associated with land application of manure.  Make sure you open the lines of communication with your farming neighbor so you don’t plan a party the same day he or she decides to apply manure.

8) Property lines are not always clear out in the country.  Make sure that you know where they are and obey trespassing laws.  Just as you wouldn’t want a farmer traipsing around your property, a farmer doesn’t want others traipsing around his or her property.  Always ask before utilizing someone else’s property.

9) Living in the country means less traffic, but farm equipment is slow, so you may be held up anyway.  Make sure you look and know to identify slow moving vehicle signs.  Always assume farm equipment will be turning, as signals may be blocked by what they are hauling.

10) Gravel roads are less maintained than paved roads in town.  They create dust and dings on vehicles in dry conditions, can be impassible in winter due to snow and ice, or may be terribly muddy during rainy times.

11) Necessities such as water, sewer, and electric, and telephone services may not be as readily available as in urban areas.  Sever weather can knock out telephone and electric services and repairs can take much longer in the country.  Remember, law enforcement, fire fighters, and medical care may be several miles away and may not be as fast to respond as in the town or city.

12) It is important to realize that the land surrounding your property may change.  More people wanting to move to the country, new feedlots, or expanding feedlots may come into play.  Find out how Kandiyohi County is zoned.  Zoning determines future neighbors and future uses of your property.

13) Understand that by building in the country you are encroaching on wildlife habitats.  You may have to deal with pesky or dangerous animals.  Gardens, garbage, pets, and farm animals are always interesting to them.  Deer may cause car accidents and eat garden plants and skunks, coyotes, raccoons, and fox may be a threat to pets and livestock.

14) Lastly, meet you neighbors.  It is the fastest way to become accepted in a new setting.  Understand how they live so they can understand how you live.  Communication is the key to healthy country living!

