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Chapter Five:
Township Profiles

How to use the Township Profiles

There are two main features included in each township profile.  The first is a table that presents
the township’s population and household numbers since 1960.  The second feature is a current
zoning map, used to give perspective on the township’s current land use.  The population and
household information is used to establish a “historic-based” rate of population gain or, in some
cases, a historic-based rate of population loss.  This rate (either positive or negative) is then
applied over the next 20 years to show a historic-based population projection.

Realizing that many factors can influence an area’s population level, the tables also present what
each township’s future population would be if either a slow or fast population gain or loss
occurred.  The slow annual growth rate was established at 50 percent of the township’s historic-
based rate.  For example, if a township gained 80 new residents over the last 20 years, the slow
projection would estimate that the township would gain another 40 people over the next 20
years.  Similarly, the fast annual growth rate was established at 150 percent of the township’s
historic-based rate.  In the previous example, the township’s fast projection would estimate that
the township would gain 120 new residents over the next 20 years (80 multiplied by 150%). 
Therefore, each township profile contains a slow-, historic- and fast-based population projection
for the years 2005, 2010, 2015 and 2020.

Another important feature of the township profiles are maps showing how the township is
currently zoned.  This provides the best picture of the township’s “current land use.”  Although
the zoning information and the actual current land use does not match up perfectly in reality, the
zoning information does provide the best knowledge of how the land is currently being used. 
The zoning information was provided by the County Planning and Zoning Office.  The only
future land use information presented on the maps are for those cities that identified a 20-year
urban growth area.  These areas are represented by the heavy yellow and black lines on the
maps.  The primary purpose of these areas is to identify where potential urban growth might
occur and where joint planning efforts need to be made by the city, the affected townships and
Kandiyohi County.  

This Chapter is similar to Chapter Four except that Kandiyohi County’s townships are
profiled rather than its cities.  The profiles include information on the township’s residents
and number of households, along with a description of the township’s major roadways and
natural resources.  The population and household information presented uses 1960 to 2000
Census records.  This time-span is used to help establish a slow-, historic- and fast-based
population and household estimate for each township for the next 20 years.  In addition, a
current zoning map is included that shows the township’s “current land use” and the location
of any urban growth area (if one exists in the township).   
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Arctander Township

Location: Northwest corner bordering Swift County

Population: 401

Households: 145

Major Roads: State Highway 104, County Roads 1 and 40

Water Features: Henjum, Sunburg, Mary and Swenson Lakes

Arctander Township has gained 25 new households over the last 40 years, despite a loss of 7
households from 1990 to 2000.  At the same time, the Township’s population has declined from
450 people in 1960 to 401 in 2000.  The Township’s population could slowly regain to its
previous numbers over the next 20 years, primarily as new residents seek a place to live around
one of Arctander’s many natural environment lakes.  As Map 5A reveals, most of Arctander
Township is zoned A-2 Agricultural.  The major exception to this is in the Lakeshore
Management areas, where a good percentage of the Township’s population resides.  There are
also several seasonal cabins that would not be considered part of the Township’s official
population.  

Table 5A: Arctander 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

  Population 450 412 422 431 401

  Households 120 125 145 152 145

 20-Year Population Projections 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Decline 398 395 392 389 -12

  Based on Last 40 Years 395 389 382 376 -25

  Slow Annual Growth 407 412 418 423  22

  Households Based on 2.77 People 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Decline 144 143 142 140 -5

  Based on Last 40 Years 143 140 138 136 -9

  Slow Annual Growth 147 149 151 153 8
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Burbank Township

Location: Northeast corner bordering Stearns County

Population: 510

Households: 174

Major Roads: U.S. Highway 71, State Highway 9, County Roads 9
and 33

Water Features: Monongalia Lake and Middle Fork Crow River

Burbank Township has been steadily gaining both people and households since 1960 to its
current population of 510 people and 174 households.  Table 5B suggests that Burbank
Township could gain another 71 new residents over the next 20 years if it continues at the same
rate it has over the last 40 years.  The Township is mostly zoned A-2 Agricultural, except for the
numerous lakes and their corresponding Shoreland Management areas.  A high percentage of the
Township’s population resides in the southern part of the Township near State Highway 9 and
Monongalia Lake and to the west along U.S. Highway 71.  Map 5B also shows the Township has
a few R-1 and R-2 Platted areas, two large wildlife management areas and a portion of the
Middle Fork Crow River.  

Table 5B: Burbank 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

  Population 369 359 406 427 510

  Households 95 93 126 142 174

  Population Projections 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Growth 519 528 536 545 35

  Based on Last 40 Years 528 546 563 581 71

  Fast Annual Growth 537 563 590 616 106

  Households Based on 2.93 People 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Growth  177 180 183 186 12

  Based on Last 40 Years  180 186 192 198 24

  Fast Annual Growth  183 192 201 210 36
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Colfax Township

Location: Northwest corner bordering Stearns County

Population: 557

Households: 210

Major Roads: U.S. Highway 71, State Highway 9, County Roads
5 and 34

Water Features: Timber, Games, Hystad, Swan and Skull Lakes

Special Features: Sibley State Park

Colfax Township has been steadily growing since 1960 to its current population of 557 and 210
households.  The population projections in Table 5C reveal that Colfax Township could expect
to increase anywhere from 10 to 29 percent over the next 20 years, gaining approximately 100
new residents.  Map 5C illustrates the Township is zoned mostly A-2 Agricultural.  There are
also a significant amount of R-1 Shoreland Management and Restricted Agriculture Zoning
Districts.  Three dense groups of R-1 Platted zoning districts also exist around Norway and
Games Lakes in the southwest corner of the Township.  In addition, Map 5C shows that Colfax
Township has a high number of natural environment lakes.

Table 5C: Colfax 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

  Population 341 378 490 496 557

  Households 92 101 163 171 210

  Population Projections 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Growth 571 584 598 611 54

  Based on Last 40 Years 584 611 638 665 108

  Fast Annual Growth 598 638 679 719 162

  Households Based on 2.65 People 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Growth 215 220 226 231 21

  Based on Last 40 Years 220 231 241 251 41

  Fast Annual Growth  226 241 256 271 61
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Dovre Township

Location: West Central 

Population: 1,968

Households: 708

Major Roads: U.S. Highway 71, State Highway 23, County
Roads 5 and 27

Water Features: East Solomon, West Solomon, Long, Point, Eagle,
Skataas, Swan and Ringo Lakes 

Special Features: City of Willmar

Dovre Township has been growing rapidly over the last 30 years to its current population of
1,968 and 708 households.  Dovre is the second most populous township in the County, gaining
almost 1,200 residents since 1970.  The population projections listed in Table 5D indicate that
the Township is likely to grow between 14 to 43 percent over the next 20 years.  Dovre
Township is zoned primarily A-2 Agricultural, with a high percentage of R-1 Shoreland
Management and Restricted Agriculture Zoning Districts.  There are also three dense groups of
R-1 Platted zoning districts around East Solomon, Skataas, Swan, Eagle, Long and Ringo Lakes.  
Although most of the lakes in Dovre Township are recreational development, there are several
natural environment lakes and one general development lake.

Table 5D: Dovre 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

  Population 830 797 1,450 1,746 1,968

  Households 210 233 446 588 708

  Population Projections 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Growth 2,039 2,111 2,182 2,253 285

  Based on Last 40 Years 2,110 2,253 2,395 2,537 569

  Fast Annual Growth 2,182 2,395 2,609 2,822 854

  Households Based on 2.78 People 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Growth 733 759 785 810 102

  Based on Last 40 Years 759 810 862 913 205

  Fast Annual Growth 785 862 938 1,015 307
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Harrison Township

Location: East bordering Meeker County

Population: 665

Households: 259

Major Roads: County Roads 2, 4, 10 and 28

Water Features: Diamond, Sperry, Hubbard, Wheeler and Schultz
Lakes

Special Features: Green Lake Sanitary Sewer and Water District and County Park 3

Harrison Township has gained 147 people and 112 households over the last 40 years to its
current level of 665 people and 259 households.  The population projections listed in Table 5J
suggest that Harrison Township should expect to see an increase of another 74 people and 29
households over the next 20 years.  Map 5J shows that the Township is zoned mostly A-1
Agricultural Preservation, but has a significant amount of R-1 Shoreland Management and
Restricted Agriculture Zoning Districts.  There are also some dense groups of R-1 Platted zoning
districts around Diamond Lake and County Park #3.  With the exception of Diamond Lake,
every lake in Harrison Township is classified as a natural environment lake.

Table 5J: Harrison 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

  Population 518 537 596 579 665

  Households 147 167 191 196 259

  Population Projections 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Growth 674 684 693 702 37

  Based on Last 40 Years 684 702 721 739 74

  Fast Annual Growth 693 720 748 775 110

  Households Based on 2.57 People 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Growth  262 266 270 273 14

  Based on Last 40 Years  266 273 281 288 29

  Fast Annual Growth  270 280 291 302 43
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Holland Township

Location: Southwest corner bordering Renville and Chippewa
Counties

Population: 369

Households: 120

Major Roads: State Highway 7, County Roads 1 and 7

Water Features: Chetamba Creek

Special Features: City of Prinsburg

The population of Holland Township has been steadily dropping since 1960 to its current level
of 369 people and 120 households.  The projections listed in Table 5K indicate that the
population could possibly continue to drop as much as 33 percent over the next 20 years,
potentially losing another 121 residents.  The Township is zoned mostly A-1 Agricultural
Preservation, but has a large circle of Restricted Agriculture surrounding the City of Prinsburg. 
Map 5K reveals that Holland Township does not have any lakes but does have numerous streams
and drainage ditches.  Minnesota State Highway 7 serves as the Township’s major road,
bisecting the Township into a northern and a southern half.

Table 5K: Holland 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

  Population 611 454 445 429 369

  Households 141 126 126 122 120

  Population Projections 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Decline 354 339 323 308 -61

  Based on Last 40 Years 339 309 278 248 -121

  Slow Annual Growth 392 416 439 462 93

  Households Based on 3.08 People 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Decline 115 110 105 100 -20

  Based on Last 40 Years  110 100 90 81 -39

  Slow Annual Growth  127 135 143 150 30
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Irving Township

Location: Northeast corner bordering Meeker County

Population: 787

Households: 310

Major Roads: County Roads 2, 4, 20 and 40

Water Features: Green, Calhoun, Shoemaker and North Long
Lakes and the Middle Fork Crow River

Special Features: Green Lake Sanitary Sewer and Water District and County Park 5

Irving Township had 787 residents in 2000, making it the fifth most populated township in the
County.  Table 5L reveals that Irving Township could gain an additional 119 residents and 47
households over the next 20 years based on the growth that has occurred since 1960.  The Table
also shows how the Township’s housing has doubled over the last 40 years, going from 155
households in 1960 to 310 in 2000.  This type of growth should continue over the next 20 years,
primarily due to the anticipated growth pressures around Green Lake and due to the expansion of
the Green Lake Sanitary Sewer and Water District. 

Table 5L: Irving 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

  Population 550 478 699 571 787

  Households 155 155 239 210 310

  Population Projections 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Growth 802 817 831 846 59

  Based on Last 40 Years 817 847 876 906 119

  Fast Annual Growth 832 876 921 965 178

  Households Based on 2.54 People 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Growth 316 322 327 333 23

  Based on Last 40 Years  322 333 345 357 47

  Fast Annual Growth  328 345 363 380 70
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Kandiyohi Township

Location: East Central

Population: 600

Households: 225

Major Roads: U.S. Highway 12, County Roads 8, 19 and 23

Water Features: Swan, Kasota, Little Kandiyohi and Eleanor Lakes

Special Features: City of Kandiyohi

Kandiyohi Township has experienced an overall population increase during the last 40 years,
although the population has declined by 102 people since 1980.  This can be partially explained
by a decreasing average household size during that time period.  Table 5M confirms this by
showing how the number of households in the Township has actually increased by 104 since
1960.  Kandiyohi Township should continue to experience an increase over the next 20 years,
gaining approximately 56 residents and 21 households based on the Township’s historic growth
levels.  Although Map 5M reveals that most of Kandiyohi Township is zoned A-1, several R-1
Shoreland Management districts are located around the numerous lakes found in the southern
portion of the Township.  Notice also that Map 5M identifies the location of Willmar’s urban
growth boundary along the northwestern edge of the Township. 

Table 5M: Kandiyohi 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

  Population 489 591 702 663 600

  Households 121 153 214 209 225

  Population Projections 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Growth 607 614 621 628 28

  Based on Last 40 Years 614 628 642 656 56

  Fast Annual Growth 621 642 662 683 83

  Households Based on 2.67 People 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Growth 227 230 233 235 10

  Based on Last 40 Years 230 235 240 246 21

  Fast Annual Growth  233 240 248 256 31
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Lake Andrew Township

Location: Northwest Central 

Population: 1,051

Households: 413

Major Roads: U.S. Highway 71, County Roads 5, 29, 38 and 40

Water Features: Shakopee Creek, Lake Florida, Lake Andrew, and
Crook, Norway and Middle Lakes

Special Features: Sibley State Park and County Park 7

Lake Andrew Township was the fourth most populated township in Kandiyohi County in 2000,
with a total of 1,051 residents.  The Township has seen a rapid increase in population and
households over the last 40 years, due in large part to the several lakes located throughout the
Township.  As a result of the numerous lakes, a large portion of Lake Andrew Township is
zoned R-1 Shoreland Management.  Table 5N projects that Lake Andrew Township could gain
an additional 295 people and 117 households over the next 20 years, assuming that growth
occurs as it has since 1960.  Map 5N illustrates that Sections 1 through 12 in Lake Andrew
Township are mostly consumed by lakes, R-1 Shoreland Management areas and Sibley State
Park. 

Table 5N: Lake Andrew 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

  Population 461 503 656 749 1,051

  Households 140 157 234 295 413

  Population Projections 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Growth 1,088 1,125 1,162 1,199 148 

  Based on Last 40 Years 1,125 1,199 1,272 1,346 295

  Fast Annual Growth 1,162 1,273 1,383 1,494 443

  Households Based on 2.54 People 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Growth  428 443 457 472 59

  Based on Last 40 Years  443 472 501 530 117

  Fast Annual Growth  457 501 544 588 175
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Roseland Township

Location: Southwest corner bordering Renville County

Population: 477

Households: 157

Major Roads: U.S. Highway 71, State Highway 7, County Roads
5 and 11

Water Features: Chetamba Creek

Special Features: City of Blomkest

Roseland Township, located in southwestern Kandiyohi County bordering Renville County, has
experienced both a population and household decline over the last 40 years.  According to Table
5T, Roseland Township has lost 178 residents from 1960 to 2000.  The number of households,
however, has only decreased by 15 during the same time period.  Map 5T reveals that most of
the Township is zoned A-1, however, a large Restricted Agricultural district exists around the
City of Blomkest.  U.S. Highway 71 and State Highway 7 intersect near the center of the
Township.

Table 5T: Roseland 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

  Population 655 572 519 485 477

  Households 172 156 169 170 157

  Population Projections 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Decline 466 455 443 432 -45

  Based on Last 40 Years 455 433 410 388 -89

  Slow Annual Growth 493 510 526 542 65

  Households Based on 3.04 People 2005 2010 2015 2020 Change

  Slow Annual Decline 153 150 146 142 -15

  Based on Last 40 Years  150 142 135 128 -29

  Slow Annual Growth  162 168 173 178 21




